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Web Of Life 
 

 No Man is an island. The world around me 

helped me to where I am today. All my 

teachers, family, and friends taught me about 

the web of life. We are all interconnected in 

ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 

detail the web of people who helped me on this 

journey.  
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Childhood (House Of The Future)  

 

 

 

 My brother and I were born on December 24, 1952, 

in Pasadena Calif. We had an incredible childhood. 

My Dad and Grandfather owned an aerospace 

company.  

The first house I remembered was near an orange 

grove. My brother and I would sneak through the 

fence and walk in the orange grove.  

There was a tree house and we would climb up in it. We were probably 

three years old. Our house was years ahead of its time. My father and 

grandfather were both inventors.  

They developed a house where you could walk in the house clap your 

hands and the lights would come on.  

The outlets weren't on the wall but hidden in the carpets. We had 

sensors that when it rained the windows would close.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrGI9Trb1_0&list=PL9qsexN4A8jxtvH2XgusjbgzEPB447rju&index=6
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Move the lamp a where and it would light up. 1 
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Windows would close when it rained. 1 
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Move to watch us on TV 1 

 

 

My mom would watch us in the backyard by video cameras while 

she was cooking dinner. This house was featured in the Los 

Angeles Times Home section. This was back in the early 
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fifties.. 

 

Steering wheels for kids 1 
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Floating frying pan 1 

  

 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлллΩǎ L ǎŀǿ ŀ .ǳǊƎŜǊ YƛƴƎ commercial where my Mom was 

making hamburgers. The frying pan was floating in the air. The stove 

used induction coils.  Check it out. 

 

http://www.evolutionrevolutionoflove.com/HouseOfTheFuture/HouseOfTheFuture
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Control room 1 
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Designing house 1 
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Plans 1 
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LA Times House section 1 
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chimney underneath floor. 1 
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Lights turn on and off by waving a hand. 1 
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Could see out but not in. 1 
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At that same period, they developed a jeep that you could shoot at the 

tires and nothing would happen. This jeep could float downstream. It 

was lighter and got more miles per gallon than the standard jeep.  

They tried to get the US government to buy the jeeps but after several 

years of losing bids, they saw the handwriting on the wall. If you don't 

have inside connections with the government you could have a 

futuristic jeep and nobody would care.  

During this time they came up with a way to make houses that would 

cost 1/10 of the present-day house. It was all modular. They could put 

up a complete house in a week. The trade union was strongly opposed 

to this.  

Consequently, it was never marketed. I guess those early years had an 

impact on me. I subconsciously adapted to always look towards the 

future and bring that technology back to the present. One of my first 

was multimedia.  

Even before multimedia was born I had a company with a good 

longtime friend John Slowsky. We developed a visual database for the 

real estate market.  

You could put in a search for a house and all of the houses which 

matched the criteria of the house would come up. When you saw a 

house you liked it would take you on a tour of the house.  

This program won awards at trade shows but it was too far ahead of its 

time. We developed some trial photo database programs for the 

Department of Justice but lost finally to IBM who bided one dollar for 

the job.  
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Our great Dane Carmel 1 

 

 

 

One of my first impressions, when I was young, was that when my 

brother and I were born that I said to him you go first and check it out.  

My brother remembers going down a long bright tunnel in ecstasy and 

then telling me to come down. I remember it was a rush and both of us 

laughed inside.  

When we were young my brother and I had telepathic communication 

with each other. A lot of people thought we had communication 

problems because we didn't talk English very well. I remember our 

state of communication was non-verbal but with thoughts, pictures,  
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emotions, and experiences. It was like if you wanted 

to know about an apple and you have never seen 

one talking was one way to explain about the apple.  

A way was to graphically send the experience of an 

apple. I remember hearing stories about tribes in 

the South Pacific Islands who would communicate 

with their loved ones telepathically.  

Today we use telephones. Our sense of communication is more 

physical. It's kind of funny that people think it is mystical when it is 

probably very natural.  

We have simply not used this communication so we forget we ever had 

this ability. So now we scoff at the idea that man can communicate in 

ways that we don't imagine.   
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Jokesters 

Jokesters 

My brother and I loved to play jokes when we 
were kids. I remember that one joke we played 
was on our bus driver coming home from 
kindergarten.  

As the bus driver drove us home, we realized 
that our mom wasn't home. Usually, when that is 
the case the driver can't release you.  

You have to return to kindergarten. My brother and I didn't want 
this to happen. As soon as the bus stopped my brother and I ran 
out of the bus and ran to our front door.  

It was locked. So we ran to the back of the house and entered 
another door. The bus driver was amazed. He knew what 
happened.  

He started to yell "open the door. You have to return to 
kindergarten. We both made faces. Fortunately, my mom came 
home and resolved the situation. 

 When my brother and I were babies my mom put fingernail polish on 
one of us to tell us apart.  

We used this to our advantage growing up. In the fifth grade, we would 
switch classes for the fun of it. All the kids in the class would get a kick 
out of that. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4N3N1MlvVc4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYMP9LZnj9I&feature=youtu.be
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Ricky Nixon 
 

One experience I remember was in little league. I 

was stepping up to the plate and the catcher Ricky 

Nixon the nephew of Richard Nixon told me that a 

young Indian boy born in India would someday 

come to the west and teach the knowledge of 

oneself.  

Years later after meeting Maharaj Ji this experience filtered back into 

my consciousness. The Indians believe that the whole universe is being 

recorded like a video camera. Man has the potential to tap into the  

 

energy fluctuations and 

bring back experiences 

from the past and the 

future.  

Take Nostradamus the 

famous French 

philosopher. He could 

foretell the future.  

Every human on the face 

of the planet has this 

potential but it has 

remained hidden.  I'm sure that years later Ricky Nixon never 

remembered saying such a thing. our minds are used as an antenna and 

prophesize things in the future and yet as humans we are unconscious 

of it.  



Page 50 of 786 
 

I remember years later this episode. Even back then I had signs in my 

life to relax and enjoy this ride of life. Patience pays off. We just have to 

be persistent and in the end, everything will come to fruition.  

It was kind of funny that years later Richard Nixon became 
president. I remember during the Watergate crisis I was glad that 
he had to leave office. Years later I have a different perspective 
on things.  

Before he died I admired him for being a great statesman. He was 
crucified by the world and yet he came back and carried on with 
dignity.  

My view of him changed. I guess you could say I had love and 
compassion for him. I felt he was an old wise man for America.   

Over the years my feelings and thoughts change. During the 
Nixon era, I was very much against the war.  

I was anti-Nixon but over time we can respect those whose ideas 
don't follow our own. I am learning to be more open and accepting 
of other people. 

Years later I can see that God always provides hints that he is inside of 
us.  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRE9vMBBe10
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Surfing 
 

 I remember one event 

which changed my life. In 6 

grade my brother and I had 

a paper route. My brother 

wanted to buy a surfboard.  

My parents said save your 

money and you can. At that 

time I didn't care one way or 

the other. On Christmas day 

in seventh grade, my 

parents gave us money for a 

brand new surfboard.  

From that moment on 

something clicked in my 

consciousness. It took us only three months to buy our new boards. We 

bought a Gordie surfboard in Huntington Beach.  

Mark McClellan's Dad knew Gordie. Mark has been a friend for around 

60 years. We both got surfboards and started to learn how to surf 

together.  

These boards were priceless for my brother and me.   My father would 

take us after school and on weekends. My life from then on was the 

sea. I felt totally at home.  

All of my problems would disappear into the ocean. My happiest 

moments in junior high school and high school revolved around the 

ocean.  
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It's hard to explain the 

excitement of riding a 

wave. Such joy and 

happiness come from this 

experience.  

 As a child surfing was a 

form of meditation for me. 

I would like to wake up 

early in the morning and 

my Dad would drive us to 

the beach. I loved the 

early mornings.  

It was a spiritual 

experience to be in the 

ocean and experience the 

harmony of nature. During 

my summer of seventh 

grade, my brother and I 

would be dropped off at a 

beach called Big Corona.  

We would surf for 5 hours and then we would paddle home about 4 

miles. Sometimes our dear friend Mark would come with us. 

 We would arrive home exhausted and my Dad sometimes made 

homemade pizza for lunch. We had a great summer.  

Surfing taught me to leave all of my troubles on land and be in the 

majesty of the ocean. The ocean was a great place for healing. It was 

alive.  

1969  SEQ 1969 \* ARABIC 1 
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 I will never forget my first wave riding a surfboard. My Dad gave my 

brother and me a surf lesson from a famous surfer of the time Mickey 

Munoz.  

We got out of school early 

one day and drove 45 minutes 

south to a beach named 

Doheny.  

We waxed our boards and 

paddled out to the waves. I 

remember when it was my 

turn Mickey Munoz gently 

pushed me into a small wave.  

It was probably one foot. But this one-foot wave gave me such 

exhilaration. I felt I was riding a 10-foot wave. Inside I was screaming 

Ϧ¸Ŝǎ ¸Ŝǎ ¸ŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀǎ 

hooked.  

Surfing from that moment on became part of my life. Years later I felt 

so grateful for my connection with surfing and the sea.  

It saved my life. It was my home and refuge. It was a place on earth 

where I could go and be alone with myself.  

I developed such a strong bond with the sea. Surfing at the time 

represented our primordial roots in life.  

All of life is based upon water. Without water, our whole world would 

die. How incredible that human beings can ride the waves of life.  

We take it so much for granted. I felt that without surfing I probably 

never would have survived my teenage years. Surfing was a vehicle to 

experience something far greater than I learned in school.  
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It touched the very source of life itself. I needed in my life practical 

ways to experience the glories of life and surfing provide me with that 

experience.  

I knew as a youth that we were all going through the motions of life. 

We were taught to memorize and not to question our existence. So 

many times the dreamers would get scolded that how it is.  

Don't ask questions. Just carry on. Surfing allowed me to ask questions 

and experience the wonders of life. I knew I was protected and my life 

was on track.  

Years later I realized that surfing brought me in contact with GAIA the 

mother earth. I could go surfing and all the troubles of life would go 

away. The planet is alive and conscious. 

 I learned this at a young age. Surfing brought me the experience that 

the ocean is alive. It communicates to you by the power of love. Talk to 

any surfer and they will say the same thing.  

aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ 

marvelous place. 

 

 

  

 

 
Mickey Munoz  SEQ Mickey_Munoz \* ARABIC 1 
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One experience I remember in eighth grade 

was every day I would see this girl named 

Patty Tucker going down the hall between 

the fourth and fifth class periods. We would 

simply smile at each other. 

 I took her to the Sadie Hawkins dance. 

Years later I saw her at our 20 reunions and 

both of us remembered how powerful that 

experience was.  

It's amazing how some experiences get carried along with you for the 

rest of your life. I'm sure years later this experience will linger.  

How powerful we are as humans just the mere look and no words can 

generate such a powerful experience.  

Our feelings were of inner connectedness. It was beyond boy and girl. It 

was a simple recognition that we are alive and we both recognized the 

beauty of it.  

It was beyond words.  Not one word was ever spoken between us in 

that hallway. How incredible years later I still can feel the magic of 

those moments. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcZn05qxVgg
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Childhood Friends 
 

 

Figure 1 My brother John Kindergarten. Thanks to Liz Priest 
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f  

Figure 2 7th grade 
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Mark McClellan 
 

 

Mark had a huge influence on my life. We 

were neighbors. He lived across the street. 

I spent many hours with Mark and his 

family.  

Mark is extremely kind and loves the 

adventures of life. He loves to snow ski and 

spent many years snow skiing. Mark 

introduced me to many different kinds of music.  

He was always sharing different points of view. People liked to be 

around Mark. Kevin Charles another good childhood friend said to 

me about a year ago ñWho wouldnôt like Mark?  

Mark is the kindest person I have ever met.ò Yep, thatôs true. Mark 

has the spark of life. Maybe he gets that spark from his Dad. 

Spark is his Dadôs name. 

Knowing someone that long Mark has a deep place in my heart. 
We have had many incredible adventures along the way. I call 
Mark about 4 times a year to keep in touch with him. 

Mark will forever be young at heart. He loves life and life loves him. 

Mark had quite a wide spectrum of listening to music. He introduced me to 
Linda Ronstadt and Chad and Jeremy. Also, I remember the first time I 
ever heard the album sticky fingers by the stone. Mark played it for me. 
 

Back then during our high school days, he went to a lot of concerts. 
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Linda Ronstadt  

Mark, introduce me to the music of Linda Ronstadt. At that time I didn't 
have a clue who she was. 
 

It was rare during this time to have a solo female artist singing. She said 
definitely out of the box. 
 

 

 
"You're No Good" Live 1976 
 

 

 

Feelin' better, now that we're through 

Feelin' better, cause I'm over you 

I've learned my lesson, it left a scar 

Now I see how you really are 

You're no good, you're no good, you're no good 

Baby, you're no good (I'm gonna say it again) 

You're no good, you're no good, you're no good 

Baby, you're no good 

 

I broke a heart, that's gentle and true 

Yes, I broke a heart over someone like you 

I'll beg his forgiveness on bended knee 

I wouldn't blame him if he said to me 

You're no good, you're no good, you're no good 

Baby, you're no good (I'm gonna say it again) 

You're no good, you're no good, you're no good 

Baby, you're no good 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ee_JltI6rHg
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The wƻlling {tones {tickȅ Cingers Full Album 1971 
 

This rolling Stones album was quite radical for its time. Even the name 

sticky fingers were quite controversial for its time. But it was an amazing 

album. 

 

 

 

Gerry & The Pacemakers - Ferry Cross The Mersey (1965) 

 

 

Lyrics 

Life goes on day after day 

Hearts torn in every way 

So, ferry cross the Mersey 

'Cause this land's the place I love 

And here I'll stay 

People they rush everywhere 

Each with their own secret care 

So, ferry cross the Mersey 

And always take me there 

The place I love 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_lvFGhVVNU
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People around every corner 

They seem to smile and say 

We don't care what your name is, boy 

We'll never turn you away 

So I'll continue to say 

Here I always will stay 

So ferry, cross the Mersey 

'Cause this land's the place I love 

And here I'll stay 

And here I'll stay 

Here I'll stay 

Source: Musixmatch 

Songwriters: Gerard Marsden / U.s. Income Only 

Ferry Cross the Mersey lyrics © Pacermusic Ltd. 

 

 

  

https://www.musixmatch.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM0T3nVvaqM&feature=youtu.be
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Cookie Monster 
 

Recently I had a phone conversation with my 
sister Jane and she told me a story about Mark 
that I had forgotten.  
 
Many times when my sister would make her 
famous Chocolate Chip cookies Mark had this 
uncanny ability to either call or come over to our 

house.  
 
This happened many times. In fact when at a certain point my sister 
would see that Mark would call or come over and he did. This was a 
great joke for us.  
 
Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ aŀǊƪ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ²ŀǎ ƛǘ ōȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΚ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻ 
because it happened so often or Mark has a keen sense of smell he 
lived across the street. 
 
Mark would have been an incredible Hatha Yoga practitioner. He could 
do yoga moves I have never seen before. I was flexible but Mark was off 
the charts. 
  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PnbKL3wuH4
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Jinx And Red Liquorice 

 
 
 My sister reminded me of another cute 
story. One Christmas my brother and I 
gave my sister 500 sticks of red licorice. 
That was her favorite candy.  
 
After a few months, she was down to 
four. She decided to share the last four 

with the brothers. She handed each one a stick of licorice.  
 
When she handed me I accidentally dropped it. We had a poodle who 
scooped it up and ran out of the house with us four kids chasing the 
dog. It was quite the scene.  
 
It is amazing how each one of us has different memories that come up 
when we think about our childhood. I forgot all about these two 
incidents until my sister reminded me.  
 
At that point, it was an easy recall. Just think all our memories are there 
but at times we need a trigger to remember them. 
  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ScjucUV8v0


Page 64 of 786 
 

Joyce Caldwell 

 

 

 I have known Joyce since fifth grade. 

She has always been kind to my 

brother and me. For example, she 

knew my brother and I loved to surf. 

Her Dad was a member of the Macco 

Corporation who at the time owned the 

Hollister ranch or known as ñthe 

ranchò. It was simply the best surfing 

spot in California. It was on private 

property and you needed permission 

to get in. If you had a boat it took 

probably around an hour to the boat in. 

Joyce was kind enough to ask her Dad and he said yes. My brother and 
ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ WƻȅŎŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ ƘŜǊ 5ŀŘΦ aȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǿ 
what a kind man. He had such a kind demeanor. So this is where Joyce 
ƎŜǘǎ ƘŜǊ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳΦ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŜǘ WƻȅŎŜΩǎ aƻƳ ōǳǘ L ƪƴŜǿ WƻȅŎŜΩǎ 
brother Scott and he had the same kind demeanor as the rest of the 
family. 

 

 Iƻǿ ƪƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ WƻȅŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊ 5ŀŘΚ {ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

ƻŦ ƛǘΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

WƻȅŎŜΩǎ 5ŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀŎŎƻ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǎŀƛŘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ό²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ мс ȅears old). But her 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u53fmprlxkA&feature=youtu.be
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Dad was kind. I felt he included my 

brother and me as a part of his 

family. He trusted us and gave 

permission.  

 My brother and I had many great 

adventures surfing the ranch. 

Imagine being given the keys to 

heaven. This is what it was like. We 

surfed a place that was so pristine. 

During the spring wildflowers were 

everywhere. The wind was 

ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǳǊŦŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΦ hŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǿƛƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

California except during the autumn months. It can be offshore at the 

Ranch and at Newport Beach a few hours south the wind can be 

blowing directly onshore. This place has perfect conditions for a surfer. 

This was the Disneyland of surfing without the crowds. What an 

incredible blessing we had. Many of our friends came with us. We were 

so fortunate to share this experience with others.  

 My brother and I were 

awestruck by the beauty. At 

night thousands of stars were 

in the sky. At times we were 

only the only ones on the 

beach for miles. We could pick 

and choose whatever surf break we wanted. 

Years later each time I see Joyce I thank her and her Dad for such a 
precious gift. Kindness goes a long way.  



Page 66 of 786 
 

 

 

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hm0sishe02U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mup1xIAwyKo
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Mark Blackburn 
 

 

 

I have known Mark since kindergarten. Mark has a place in my 
heart. We have been good friends for years.  

He loves adventures. Mark is extremely intelligent and humorous 
at the same time. Good traits to have. He always has a wisecrack 
you can see from his mouth. He is listening to you. Another good 
trait. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 

change one another. Another good trait. Both of us are in the same 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKvNgRJsUqc&feature=youtu.be
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field of IT so we know what going on with the hiring and firing in our 

industry.  

We both laugh and cry at the absurdities of life. We talk around four 

ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

Mark just completed a childhood dream when he was 10 years old. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊƪ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мфΣ нлмтΦ Lǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ 

his sense of adventure in life. 

 

 

Why I climbed the pyramid: The year was 1963. I was 10 years old attending 

Mariner's Elementary School in Newport Beach, CA. We had a school assembly.  

The father of a student (that a handful of my friends might remember) gave a slide 

presentation in the cafeteria about their family's summer vacation trip to Mexico. 

Many things impressed me, but I was utterly astounded and enchanted to learn that 

Mexico had pyramids.  

Up to that point, I thought only Egypt had pyramids. The slides clearly showed that 

this family was allowed to climb to the top of the pyramids. Since that instant, it 

has been a dream of mine to climb to the top of a pyramid.  
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So, yes, it took me 53 years to finally make good on that dream. The cost was 

minimal--$300 RT airfare from SFO to MEX. Mexico is on sale right now. For 

whatever reason, the Peso is down against the Greenback. Rental cars can be had 

for $4 a day, and decent hotels for $40/night. A final inducement to go now was 

the fact that UNESCO is trying to make it illegal to climb all pyramids. A 

gringo borracho (a drunk American) fell off Chichen Itza a few years ago to his 

death, and it HAS been closed for climbing ever after. I wanted to go before all of 

them are closed.  

It was a fantastic and surreal experience. I am extremely glad I went. I am now 

glad I was a spy for the NSA in Central America in the late 70s, and still retain 

much of my Spanish speaking/listening ability, which was mandatory for that job.  

The classmate whose Father gave the presentation was Paul Cohen. Does anyone 

remember what became of him? (I suspect he went to CDM, not NHHS). Since I 

was sent to my reform school in Hawaii during my last 2 years of NHHS, I lost 

track of many folks.  

That said, I must have at least 8 good FB friends who attended Mariner's with me, 

and might even remember that slide show. I cannot put into words how satisfying it 

was to be at the top of the Pyramid of the Sun on Good Friday.  

Incidentally, I chose that day to go, believing I would have Teotihuacan to myself--

because everyone in this Catholic nation would be at church! No, they were all at 

Teotihuacan!  

Avoid holidays! On a normal day, the Unesco Historical Site 40 minutes north of 

Mexico City will have 10,000 visitors. On Good Friday there were 40,000! Bucket 

List item accomplished! I have 1 friend and 1 relative who has climbed these 

pyramids: Les Jones and my cousin Gale Demmer Seiersen, both of whom climbed 

these over 50 years earlier. Who else has? 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002526617338
https://www.facebook.com/gale.seiersen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrIPxlFzDi0
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Paul Cohen 
 

 I believe in Synchronicity. This is from Wikipedia. 

Synchronicity is a concept, first explained by analytical psychologist Carl 

Jung, which holds that events are "meaningful coincidences" if they occur 

with no causal relationship yet seem to be meaningfully related. 

This post of Paul got started by the synchronicity of events. My 

friend Mark (see above) goes to Mexico and visits the pyramids 

at Teotihuacan just outside Mexico City. This is his childhood 

dream. When he was ten years old he listens to the adventures at 

a lecture given by Paul Cohenôs Dad. Paulôs family spent the 

summer in Mexico and Guatemala. Paulôs Dad was a doctor and did volunteer 

work for the summer. Mark never knew that Mexico had pyramids. 

 So Mark goes to Mexico and posts his adventures on Facebook. I read the post and 

thought whatever happened to Paul. We go back to first grade. I havenôt spoken or 

heard about Paul for over 46 years. Thatôs a long time. 

So hereôs where synchronicity kicks in. Mark post on Facebook. Mary Louise 

Piccard sees the post. 

 

 

 

 

Mary Louise Piccard Paul Cohen is in Colorado Springs Mark S. Blackburn!! I 

spoke with him last summer! I'm sure he'd love to hear about your adventure and 

that his family inspired you! He's on FB - albeit very seldom - he does check it! 

Like · Reply · 2 · April 19 at 1:50pm 

 

Mark S. Blackburn  Mary, Thanks so much! I found Paul's FB page. (which you 

are correct, he hasn't used since 2015). Still, next time I'm in Colorado Springs, I 

may try to look him up. 

https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mary.piccard?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=10154429627554249
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn/posts/10154428954469249?comment_id=10154429627554249&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R9%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn?fref=ufi
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Like · Reply · 1 · April 19 at 2:39pm 

 

 

 

 

Paul Cohen Mark--so nice to read your post and am looking forward to 

reconnecting with you. Wow-was nice reading of your trek to Mexico-very cool! 

Interesting how you had that intent for so many years--I think our visit to Mexico 

and Guatemala long ago led to a couple year volunteer in Laos, SE Asia. 

Like · Reply · 2 · April 20 at 5:53pm 

 

Mark S. Blackburn  Paul, Great to hear from you & know you are alive (and 

presumably) well! I vividly remember your Father narrating that slide show to this 

day. Traveling that far from home was not so common in those days.....How long 

have you been in Colorado Springs? 

Like · Reply · April 21 at 11:47am 

 

Paul Cohen hah--yes, mostly well, thank you! Great to hear from you as well. 

Wow--this is an amazing story. So fun that you did that. I've enjoying seeing your 

video posts. Looks like you've had an incredible trip. Are you back in the U.S. 

now? A friend and i made that same climb this time of year--just two years ago. 

We really enjoyed it. I moved to the Springs about 25 years ago and like it. Are 

you in Seattle? 

Like · Reply · 1 · April 21 at 1:18pm 

 

Gretchen Gribble Omg...Paul Cohen. FB has become "old home week" for me 

recently. I don't know if you remember me or not. It's fun hearing what my 

classmates are doing all these years later. Happy to hear tidbits about you, Mark S. 

Blackburn, Mark McClellan and others. Yeah Mariners, Ensign and/or NHHS 

alumni! 

https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=10154429730924249
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn/posts/10154428954469249?comment_id=10154429627554249&reply_comment_id=10154429730924249&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R9%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/paul.cohen.739?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=10154432920244249
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn/posts/10154428954469249?comment_id=10154432920244249&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R3%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn/posts/10154428954469249?comment_id=10154432920244249&reply_comment_id=10154434979604249&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R9%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/paul.cohen.739?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=10154435240479249
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn/posts/10154428954469249?comment_id=10154432920244249&reply_comment_id=10154435240479249&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R9%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/gretchen.gribble.7?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/paul.cohen.739?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mark.mcclellan.37?hc_location=ufi
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Like · Reply · 2 · April 27 at 12:52am · Edited 

I see that Paul is on Facebook so I send him a Facebook friend request. Paul 

responds Richard,  Paul Cohen  has confirmed that you're friends on Facebook.  

So yesterday I was looking at Mark Blackburnôs chapter I decided to add Paulôs 

picture. 

This is from the previous chapter.  

 

The classmate whose Father gave the 

presentation was Paul Cohen. Does anyone 

remember what became of him? (I suspect he 

went to CDM, not NHHS). 

 

 

 

  

I get out my Newport Harbor yearbook and snap this picture and insert 

it above.  

I send Paul a message. 

Hi, Paul, It's been many moons since we have last seen each other. I was 
visiting some friends last summer in Colorado Springs. I tried to look you up. 
Anyway, maybe next time. 

 

Rick!!! 

First Mary P, Mark- now my friend Rick!!!! 

Haha 

Can't believe it! 

What's happening?!? 

Paul 

Wow 

https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/browse/likes?id=10154449261529249
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn/posts/10154428954469249?comment_id=10154432920244249&reply_comment_id=10154449261529249&comment_tracking=%7B%22tn%22%3A%22R9%22%7D
https://www.facebook.com/mark.s.blackburn
https://www.facebook.com/n/?paul.cohen.739&aref=1493430839185760&medium=email&mid=54e442d148e8eG5af369e9537aG54e4476aa9160G1b&bcode=1.1493430838.AblAXaVdC8QJtt_D&n_m=richardpfletcher%40gmail.com
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Earliest of friends!! 

 

So then we get on the phone and start talking for a few hours. Now we 

ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ LŦ 
Mary Louise Piccard didnôt contact Paul or Mark didnôt do a post of his adventures 

on Facebook I wouldnôt have been in contact with Paul. 

 I remember as a kid I was fascinated by Paulôs house. It was a Japanese-style 

house. From what I remembered they had a 

courtyard with the rooms coming off from it. 

Instead of having ordinary doors, they had shoji 

doors.  

Now as a kid I love anything from the Far East. I 

loved things outside of the box. Paulôs house was 

stuck in a neighborhood with all the standard 

houses of the time. The front of the house was 

standard but nobody knew the jewel inside. 

Paulôs Dad was a doctor. I saw him a few times when I was a kid. Paulôs Dad was 

my brother David's primary doctor. Back then it wasnôt unusual for a Doctor to 

treat a patient smoking a cigar. 

Paul and I were great friends in elementary school. 

I learned over the phone that Paul has been to about the same number of countries 

that I have been. Around 35. He spent two years in Laos doing volunteer work. 

 Paul tried to go to India. He had his plane 

tickets but unfortunately, the Bhopal gas 

tragedy happened in India. When Paul tried to 

get a visa he was denied. Paul was a lawyer at 

the time. The Indian government wouldnôt 

give him a visa. They thought he was going to 

India to work on the Bhopal gas tragedy. Paul tried to tell them he was going just 

as a tourist but they wouldnôt listen. 
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Itôs a small world. Paulôs Mom got remarried. Her husband was a member of the 

Beek family from Newport Beach. I went to junior high school with his niece 

Carol. 

This is a story from the Balboa Island Museum about the Beek family 

In 1919 Joseph Alen Beek obtained the rights from the city of Newport 

Beach to provide a ferry service across the Newport Harbor between 

Balboa Island and the Balboa Peninsula.  

Before starting the ferry service Beek owned The Ark. The Ark consisted of 

a giant rowboat with a small engine which Beek used as his first ferry 

vessel.  

The Ark carried oars in the event of engine failure. There was no regularly 

scheduled service and customers telephoned Beek when they needed a 

ride across the harbor. 

In 1919 Beek charged a nickel (5 cents) per person. Three years after 
commencing operation, Beek built the Fat Ferry. This vessel held twenty 
passengers. Beek later built a small one-car barge which the Fat Ferry 
pushed across in front of it. 

In the 1950s Beek built three double-ended wooden boats for his ferry 
service: the Admiral, the Commodore, and the Captain. These three boats 
are still in service and have transported over two million persons.  

Each ferry holds three cars and 75 people. As of 2007, the Beek family 
charges $1 per adult, $2 per vehicle, $.50 for children ages 5ï11, $1.25 for 
adults on bikes, $.75 for children on bikes, and $1.50 for motorcycles. 
Children under the age of 5 are free. 

The ferry boats need constant maintenance but this does not usually 
interrupt the ferry service. For two weeks in 2008, the ferry service shut 
down for an extended period, for the first time in 50 years, to rebuild the 
automobile ramp leading to the boats. 

Currently, Beekôs three sons run the business and it has been in the family 
for close to 100 years. 
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Paul tells me his Step-Dad is an incredible character. He is in his nineties. He has 

driven the same Volkswagen since the seventies. Who knows how many miles he 

has traveled on it? Paul says he has the unique ability for photographic memory. 

pho·to·graph·ic mem·o·ry  

ῄfǾdᴅῄὗrafik ῁mem(ᴅ)rǛ/ 
noun 

1. the ability to remember information or visual images in great detail. 

2.   

3. He also loves computers. He was involved in the early days when computer 

science was still in its infancy. I would love to meet him someday. He seems 

like the character I would love to be around. 

 

Paul said he loves to 

travel on the Amtrak 

train between Los 

Angeles and San 

Francisco.  

His favorite part is 

when the train would 

pass through the 

Hollister ranch.  

Paul said each time he 

would reflect that the 

Fletcher brothers spent an incredible amount of time there during high school. 

Paul went to the Thacher School in Ojai for two years. Paul met the family that 

sold the ranch to the Macco Corporation in the sixties.  

I wonder how the family that sold the ranch feels today. For a surfer, it would be 

like selling the keys to heaven. 

 Paul said he would tell stories to his kids about my brother and me. Paul 

remembers a time in fifth grade when John and I would switch classes. Paul  

Train ride though the ranch  SEQ Train_ride_though_the_ranch \* ARABIC 1 
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Remembers that John and I would switch 
shirts and then go to each other class. All 
the students knew my brother and I were 
playing a joke. At some point in time, the 
entire class would start laughing.  

Everyone except for the teacher was on to 
this joke. The teacher would wonder what 

was going on. Eventually, the teacher would catch on and we would all 
laugh.  

These were simple times. I donôt know if today the school system would 
appreciate this.  

  

 

 

Bruce Charles 1 

  

I knew Paulôs brother Nat in high school. My brother and I were on the 
same track team and cross country team in high school.  

Nat was best friends with Bruce Charles a great neighbor of ours. I 
remember in either fifth or sixth grade they dressed up as surfers and 
carried a surfboard for Halloween. I was impressed. I distinctly 
remembered when I   said, ñsomeday Iôm going to be a surferò. 
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 During my phone conversation with 
Paul, he mentioned that with my travels 
to India and my love for meditation did I 
hear about his second cousin.  

He was somewhat a black sheep in the 
family. His name was Baba Ram 
Das formerly known as Richard Albert. 

Did I know Ram Das?  

During my late teens and early twenties, Ram Das was famous in the 
meditation community. 

Richard Albert was a famous young psychologist during the sixties. He along with Timothy 
Leary began to explore the effects of psychotropic substances on the mind. Both of them 
worked at Harvard University. 

 

 They began to do clinical studies on the effects 
of LSD and psilocybin. At this time they werenôt 
illegal in the country. At some point, they got 
fired during the research. They had graduate 
students who actively participated in the 
research but one time they had an 
undergraduate study. Consequently, they were 
fired. 

Timothy Leary's famous slogan was ñTune in, Turn On, Drop Outò. 

  

 Ram Das wrote the book ñBe here nowò a popular book during the 
sixties and seventies. Today it is considered a modern spiritual 
classic.  

I read this book at Ananda in Nevada City before I went on my 
journey. To be honest, at that time I didnôt understand the book. Books 
like these take practical experience to understand and incorporate 
these ideas into the book. Ram Das stopped using drugs 

Richard Albert  SEQ Richard_Albert \* ARABIC 
1 

Timothy Leary  SEQ 
Timothy_Leary \* ARABIC 1 
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and meditated for the rest of his life. He used to say 
that drugs were training wheels. At some point, you 
donôt need them anymore. I tried LSD once and never 
again. The state of meditation brings one into our 
natural state where we donôt need anything artificial to 
open the door within. 

So I was completely surprised when Paul told me his second cousin was 
Ram Das.  I saw him speak in Santa Fe New Mexico during the seventies. I 
have been impressed by his work. He had a tremendous influence on the 
population at large. He helped to bring meditation to be common in our 
society. During the seventies, it was considered you were on the fringe of 
society if you meditated. You were strange.  Now a dayôs yoga is 
mainstream. You can practice it almost everywhere. 

 Synchronicity is so common yet most of the time we donôt see it. Signposts are 

everywhere yet we donôt have eyes to see them.  

Thanks, Paul for being my lifelong friend. Iôm so happy that we are connected 

again. We are all on an incredible journey in life. 

 

 

Interesting side note 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Si5CSpUCDGY&list=PLBnJv6rImVe9ReRWEytmSuTL67PT4zu-r
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WANNqr-vcx0
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Zihuatanejo Project 
  

During my phone conversation with Paul, He 
mentioned he went on vacation too. Zihuatanejo 
Mexico. He stayed at the Hotel California. 
  

This is where the story gets extremely interesting. 
He found out that Richard Albert, the black sheep of 
the family used this place as a retreat center in the 

early '60s. 
  

They were experimenting with psychedelic drugs. 2,000 people wanted to 
be in the program. Only around 20 were chosen. 
  

After 6 weeks of being open, the Mexican authorities closed the site down. 
  

Paul told me that there were some workers at the hotel. They still 
remember it to this day. Richard Albert and Timothy Larry staying there. 
What a coincidence and synchronicity that is! 
  

  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UehilhnMt5Y
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Ram Das 
 

 

 

Ram Dass, also known as Baba Ram Dass, was an American spiritual teacher, 

psychologist, and author. His best known book, Be Here Now, has been described 

as "seminal," and helped popularize Eastern spirituality and yoga with the baby 

boomer generation in the West. Wikipedia 

Born: April 6, 1931, Boston, MA 

Died: December 22, 2019, Maui, HI 

Movies: Ram Dass, Fierce Grace, 1 Giant Leap, MORE 

Education: Tufts University, The Williston Northampton School, Stanford 

University, Wesleyan University 1 

 

 

Quotes 1 
 

¶ The ego is frightened by death, because ego is part of the incarnation and ends 
with it. That is why we learn to identify with our soul, as the soul continues after 
death. For the soul, death is just another moment. 
 

¶ Watch how your mind judges. Judgment comes, in part, out of your own fear. You 

judge other people because you're not comfortable in your own being. By judging, 

you find out where you stand in relation to other people. The judging mind is very 
 

1 https://www.azquotes.com/author/3663-Ram_Dass 

https://johnfranklinfletcher.com/track/2339186/ram-das-quotes-1
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1265216
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1265216
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1265216
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/author/3663-Ram_Dass
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_gwkh6K9mE&list=PL9qsexN4A8jxtvH2XgusjbgzEPB447rju&index=31
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divisive. It separates. Separation closes your heart. If you close your heart to 

someone, you are perpetuating your suffering and theirs. Shifting out of judgment 

means learning to appreciate your predicament and their predicament with an 

open heart instead of judging. Then you can allow yourself and others to just be, 

without separation. 

¶ True compassion arises out of the plane of consciousness where I AM you. 
¶  

We're all just walking each other home. 

¶ {ƻǳƭǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŘƻΦ 9Ǝƻǎ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻǳƭǎ ŘƻΦ .ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎƻǳƭΣ ƭƻƻƪ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ-all the beings around you are souls. Be one, see 

one. When many people have this heart connection, then we will know that we 

are all one, we human beings all over the planet. We will be one. One love. And 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƭŀȄƛŜǎ-ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ 

one energy. 

¶ Our journey is about being more deeply involved in life, and yet less attached to 

it. 

¶ The game is not about becoming somebody, it's about becoming nobody. 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ Ǝƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

¶ When someone we love dies, we get so busy mourning what died that we ignore 

what didn't. 

¶ Ask yourself: Where am I? Answer: Here. 

Ask yourself: What time is it? Answer: Now. 

Say it until you can hear it. 

¶ All you can do for another person is be an environment in which if they wanted to 

come up for air, they could. 

 
Quotes 2 

¶ The intellect is a beautiful servant but a terrible master. Intellect is the power tool 

of our separateness. The intuitive, compassionate heart is the doorway to our 

unity. 

¶ The sooner one develops compassion in this journey, the better. Compassion lets 

us appreciate that each individual is doing what he or she must do, and that there 

is no reason to judge another person or oneself. You merely do what you can to 

further your own awakening. 
 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1242886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/839980
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/354866
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/515712
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/515712
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/515712
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/515712
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/515712
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/515712
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840048
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840048
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365620
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/457361
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840032
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840032
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798724
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798724
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/798724
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1187272
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1187272
https://johnfranklinfletcher.com/track/2339187/ram-das-quotes-2
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/865281
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/865281
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/865281
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/822512
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/822512
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/822512
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/822512
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¶ When you are completely identified with your thinking mind you are totally 

separate from everything else in the universe. 

¶ After meditating for some years, I began to see the patterns of my own behavior. 

As you quiet your mind, you begin to see the nature of your own resistance more 

clearly, struggles, inner dialogues, the way in which you procrastinate and 

develop passive resistance against life. As you cultivate the witness, things 

change. You don't have to change them. Things just change. 

¶ Suffering lets us see where are attachments are - and that helps us get free. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄΧ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǳǇΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦ !ǎ 

long as you want power, you can't have it. The minute you don't want power, 

you'll have more than you ever dreamed possible. 

¶ The heart surrenders everything to the moment. The mind judges and holds back. 

 

In most of our human relationships, we spend much of our time reassuring one 

another that our costumes of identity are on straight. 

 

When we see the Beloved in each person, it's like walking through a garden, 

watching flowers bloom all around us. 

¶ I would like my life to be a statement of love and compassion--and where it isn't, 

that's where my work lies. 

¶ As long as you have certain desires about how it ought to be you can't see how it 

is. 

¶ Everything changes once we identify with being the witness to the story, instead 

of the actor in it. 

¶ The universe is made up of experiences that are designed to burn out your 

attachment, your clinging, to pleasure, to pain, to fear, to all of it. And as long as 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ 

you with it. 
 

¶ It's very hard to grow, because it's difficult to let go of the models of ourselves in 

which we've invested so heavily. 

¶ Each person tells you who they think they are, and who they think you are. 
 

  

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1447919
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1447919
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/635669
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/635669
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/635669
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/635669
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/635669
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840049
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365619
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365619
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365619
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/873957
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365646
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365646
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365678
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365678
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365633
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/365633
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/809232
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/809232
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/809232
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/809232
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840076
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/840076
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1447598
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Craig Perkins 
 

 Craig and I became friends during my junior year of 

high school. Craig has a great sense of humor. I 

remember one time my brother and I went on an 

excursion to a mountain park in Orange County. 

 There was this small trail on this cliff. The trail was 

probably only two feet wide. Well, my brother and I 

were petrified of crossing this. I remember walking 

very slowly and being conscious of every step.  

My brother John did the same. Yet here comes Craig dancing to the 

tune of tiptoe to the tulips.  

He would kick one foot over the ledge and then do the same to his 

other foot. It was quite a sight to see.  

 

 Craig loved the ocean. He was quite the surf photographer. He had a 

great camera for his time.  

Craig was a kneeboarder. He could ride his knee board at the Newport 

.ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ōǊŜŀƪ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŀȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ /ǊŀƛƎ ƛƴ 

many years. 

 I heard he is living in Mexico. My brother bumped into him in San 

Diego in the late nineties. He was in a fast-food restaurant and John 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcSlcNfThUA
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ƘŜŀǊŘ /ǊŀƛƎΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƛǾŜŀǿŀȅΦ 

That was the last time we heard from him. 
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Paul Sides 

 

When I first moved to Hawaii I heard that an old 

ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŀǳƛΦ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 

spoken to him in probably 20 years. Paul was a 

twin too so we had a lot in common.  

Both of us were surfers. When I met him after 

twenty years I was impressed by him. He was truly 

a genuine human being.  

He carried that aloha spirit. He was a genuine human being. He was full 

of love and compassion. He had a lot of friends on this island and 

introduce me to him. 

 I didn't pick up any ego from him at all. We became greater friends. I 

would meet him very early in the morning at the beach. He taught me 

the ropes about surfing in Hawaii. He had a great sense of humor.  

Both of us were involved in our quest to find God. We shared a lot of 

love and brotherhood. I found out that he was dying from cancer. He 

had cancer for five years.  

It would come and go. Paul never complained about it. When I was in 

his presence I felt gratitude that I knew a human being like this. In the 

end, Paul died. Hundreds of surfers came to a huge party at the beach.  

This is what Paul wanted. He wanted each one of us to cherish life. 

Even amidst his death, his presence was there. Paul where ever you all I 

love you. Aloha....... 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FT3SmZ_zx0
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Nick Roth 
 

 I have known Nick since junior high school. We 

went on many surfing adventures in High 

School. Nick is one of those guys that whatever 

he touches turns to gold. He was good at 

whatever sport he played Yet at surfing he 

seemed he was destined to be a surfer. If Nick 

was young today he would be in my eyes one of 

the best surfers in the world. He would have 

tons of money. 

 

 

Nick doesnôt surf for fame, fortune or glory. He surfs because itôs 
a part of his life. He is an artist when it comes to surfing. He has 
nothing to prove. He just smiles like a wise man. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DEFP8u1xII&list=PL9qsexN4A8jxtvH2XgusjbgzEPB447rju&index=7
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One funny story is about Nick and his Dad. He would call me 
electric man. He said my voice would sound like an electric 
computer.  

Years later I stopped and pondered what he said. It seems like his 
subconscious was on to something.  

He was picking something up about me and couldnôt 
quite pinpoint it. To this day he was one of the only people who 
picked up that I was different. 

Nick moved from Orange County to Depoe Bay Oregon about 10 
years ago. He still surfs at 64 years old.  

I saw him for the first time in years and we connected that time is 
endless. It seemed just like yesterday we saw each other. It was 
over 30 years ago. 

Nick is the web in my life. We had many great journeys together. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwyXQn9g40I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YcPuRgzGw4&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9GHEOmXqwc&feature=youtu.be


Page 91 of 786 
 

Ψ{Ŏƻǘǘ tǊƛŎŜ 
 

 

L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

He was an incredible surfer and 

photographer. We had many 

mutual friends. He is definitely a 

creative person.  
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Randy Stabler 
 

 

 

I just learned yesterday that a dear friend of mine Randy Stabler died last Friday. 

In my high school yearbook, Randy wrote the following. 

A word of wisdom from a fool. 

Randy's one word was OM yet he used the letter Om as a ying-yang symbol. 

To be honest it was quite profound for its time. 

Randy had a great heart. 

My twin brother and I ran cross-country and track together with Randy. 

He was always a delight to be around. 

I last talked to Randy only a few months back. 

He talked about his kids and spending time in Iraq. 
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Both of us love to cook. 

We both love the ocean. 

We had so much in common. 

I would see incredible posts on Facebook with Randy and his six kids. 

They all had an incredible love for each other. 

The day he died all six kids were there. 

What a beautiful way to leave this world. 

Randy's body died yet his spirit is eternal. 

His ashes were spread across the universe. 

Randy is still alive. 

Close your eyes and go into the silence. 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ wŀƴŘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

Randy lives inside of your heart. 

He is a part of you. 

So whenever you are sad about your dear Dad leaving this planet remember he is 

a part of you. 

Those glorious memories never go away. 

They are a part of you. 

Randy is riding the incredible wave of the universe. 

He is a cosmic surfer now. 

Some things never change. 

They just transform and go into another dimension. 

Love you, Randy. 

We will see your shining face again. 
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Jody 

 

 

When I was young my brother had a girlfriend named Jody. 

bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ōƻȅfriend-girlfriend. 

They never kissed or hugged.  

They had a true friendship. 

An innocent love. 

¸ƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ quite describe it. 

Both of them tapped into the source of love. 

²ƻǊŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΦ 

It was a natural experience. 

Two beings simply experiencing the beauty of life. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ 

There was no drama or heated discussions. 

Kindness was the essence of the relationship. 

Kindness is the building block of a good relationship. 

Some people say that sex is the foundation of a good relationship. 

Yet in my book kindness is the foundation of life. 

The universe is kind. 
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I never saw them fight or quarrel. 

That never entered their state of mind. 

When you are innocent these things never enter your mind. 

The door to negative emotions wasn't opened. 

This s true innocence. 

This is purity. 

You love someone without any reason. 

Both John and Jody were incredible at kickball. 

They could kick that ball far into the sky. 

Both of them were experts in catching the ball. 

They knew where to stand and let the ball fall from the sky. 

It was a  sight to see. 

Even Babe Ruth would have been proud. 

They both had a  knack for kicking home runs when it was their turn to kick. 

Both of them were great athletics. 

There were graceful and not awkward. 

A sense of being in harmony was in the air. 

Some people ooze coordination and harmony. 

They both had it. 

You ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳre it. 

I was happy for my brother. 

He deserved it. 

He was kind and innocent. 

WƻƘƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ arrogance.  
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His heart was pure and open. 

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ WƻŘȅΦ 

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜΦ 

That sets the foundation for life.  
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Steve Hudson RIP 
 

 

 

Steve Hudson rest in peace. 

Steve was a good childhood friend. 

He was a surfer and loved the ocean. 

We were in with a great group of friends. 

All of us loved the ocean. 

The ocean was a part of our life. 

L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 

It lit up his face. 

Steve had a great sense of humor. 

His mind had a lot of wits. 
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I only saw Steve two times since high school. 

We were both living in Hawaii. 

Steve lived on the Big Island and I lived on Maui. 

We had a great time reconnecting. 

It seemed just like yesterday that we played in the ocean. 

Steve now has kids. 

The circle of life goes on. 

I will miss Steve but I know that he is still alive. 

You see the body dies but the soul lives forever. 

The essence of Steve lives forever. 

Sure I miss the physical. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ 

Yet death is like a butterfly flying into the night. 

Death is returning home. 

Everyone gets applauded on the other side. 

You see we are eternal. 

That essence of Steve lives in our hearth. 

LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜǊƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ universe? 

Their true essence never dies. 

To realize this our perception of death changes. 

Sure we will still have the pain but it will be less. 

Can you imagine dying and become one with the universe? 

Wow. 

Every single one of us will return home someday. 
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I will miss Steve. 

Yet a part of Steve exists inside of me. 

I can still see his smile. 

Steve rest in peace. 

It was an honor to know you. 
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Sugar and Spice 
 

  

On Tuesday of this week, I was 

visiting my Mom and my brother 

5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ L ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ 

Mom and my wife Barbara. 

 We took the ferry from the 

peninsula to Balboa Island. Every 

time I go to Newport Beach I try to 

stop at Sugar and Spice for a frozen 

banana. It was a crowed in the island. It was spring break yet synchronicity came 

our way.  

There was a parking space right in front of the building. We got out of the car 

and order our stuff. I told the person who was serving us that many moons ago I 

worked there.  

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘŜǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎŀǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ 

eat our dessert. I see this picture on the store window saying taken in the Ωслs. I 

look at it closely and said that looks like Brad Schultz. At the same time, my wife 

ǎŀƛŘ ά.ǊŀŘ {ŎƘǳƭǘȊέ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ 

She read this from the sign. 
. 

Dot & BobɅs was sold in 1945 and became Sugar Ʉn Spice. They began to 

also sell blocks of vanilla ice cream with a tongue depressor wedged 

inside, dunked in melted chocolate , and then covered with a topping ɀ 

thus the Balboa Bar was born.  

Brad Schultz (second from the left in the banana yellow uniform) worked 

at Sugar Ʉn Spice in the 1960s when Bob Fitch was the owner. Crates of 

bananas were delivered in the back alley each week and sorted by size. 

They were peeled, stuck with a stick , and frozen for 24 hours.  



Page 106 of 786 
 

There was a vat of melted milk chocolate at each window so customers 

could watch their bananas being dipped and rolled in their choice of 

toppings ɀ chopped peanuts, crumbled butter brickle, rainbow sprinkles , 

or chocolate sprinkles (jimmies). In 1995, Helen Connolly bought the 

business from a woman named Bettie Banto who taught her how to make 

the perfect Balboa Bar.  

LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ L 

think Steve LaMontange( a good surfing buddy of mine is in the picture). What a 

small world. 

While I was working there on July 20, 1969, 

the first man walked on the moon. I will never 

forget that day. Just imagine that your cell 

phone has more power than the computers 

that were on board.  

The technology at the time was highly 

ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜΦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ 

highly regarded in that time and place.  

Unfortunately today we have a wave of people 

who totally disagree with the finding of our 

scientific people. 

 

LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ 

eating my dessert a flood of memories came to the surface. What an incredible 

ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊŀŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ IƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ 

Brad. Gary Dahl worked there for a few years.  
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Chris Dahl 
 

 

Chris and I have been friends since elementary school. My brother and I have 

fond memories of the Dahl family. We spent many days with Chris and his family.  

His family was very kind to my brother and me.  

One of my favorite memories was making a film with his brother Greg. Chris, 

John, and I were in a scene where we were robbing a bank. ChrisΩǎ 5ŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

for Morgan Stanley and allowed us to film inside the bank vault on a Saturday. It 

was so much fun. Years later I heard that Greg won awards for being so creative 

at that time. This was years before computer automation.  

I remember walking home with Chris, John, and me after our track workouts. The 

smog in California was so bad that our throats would get sore. We would stop at a 

building and get some water from a drinking fountain. I remember drinking the 

water and feeling my throat being so sore. Thank goodness the laws have 

changed. Hopefully, our current President wonΩt reverse them. 

I remember Chris and I collected samples from the bay for our biology class. That 

was fun. Mr. Hally was our track coach and biology teacher. When we had to 

study for a test we would study at the library before school started. 

Chris liked to play pranks with his brother Gary. I remember one time Gary tried 

to get into the car and just before he got in the car he would speed up. It did this 
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for probabƭȅ ŀ ƳƛƭŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ DŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ, Gary got 

into the car. 

My brother and I really couldn't stay up past 8:00. Many times Chris would come 

over to visit and we would just pass out. We couldn'ǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

amusing with Chris. Two teenagers who could stay up past 8:00. 

Years later we are still friends. I call him about twice a year so we can catch up on 

things. 

 
  



Page 109 of 786 
 

Rick Chatillion 
 

 

Rick and I go back to junior high. We ran track and cross country together. Both of 

us are surfers. Rick is still surfing in his late sixties. Rick is an incredible storyteller. 

I love storytelling.  

Some many surfers have caught there last waves in life. Yet they continue to surf 

on the other side. Probably the majority of them their stories were never 

captured and are dust in the wind. Rick is telling stories about surfers generations 

ago. Rick thanks for the incredible storetelling and keeping them alive. 

 

 

This is an article by Lynn Selich.  

2 

Nearly 20 years ago, Newport Beach resident Rick Chatillon was working at 
Newport Photographics when fellow local Ralph Meyers, Rickôs long time 

22 nd Street surfing buddy, came in to have his collection of old 16mm reels 

 
2 https://www.newportbeachindy.com/they%E2%80%99re-%E2%80%98living-forever%E2%80%99/ 

https://www.newportbeachindy.com/they%E2%80%99re-%E2%80%98living-forever%E2%80%99/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKuLwrNcN6U
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converted to video.   Ralph, along with friend Tom Jewell, shot the movies during 
surfingôs golden era. 

As Rick worked converting the archival footage taken in the 1950s and ô60s, he 

watched in amazement as the epic, early days of surfboard riding in Newport 
Beach unfolded before him.   Rick couldnôt keep his eyes off the screen, and 

instinctively knew the ta pes held something special; they captured a magical, 
transformational time in Southern California history that has molded our 

American culture, continues to influence fashion and sports, and ultimately has 
emerged to become a multi -billion dollar industry.  

 

Click in the picture to see 

the trailer.  

ñWhen I first started 
watching the old reels that 

Ralph brought in, I felt like 
I had discovered buried 

treasure,ò says Rick.  ñ 

I literally could not get 

them out of my 
mind.   Over the years I 

began to obsess about 
making a documentary 

depicting the evolution of 
surfing in Newport and 

what it was like more than 
50 years ago when this 

sport and lifestyle centered 
on surfing began to take hold.ò 

So in 2008, with Tom and Ralphôs blessing, Rick and his wife, Ann, who also 

grew up in Newport Beach, began a quest to track down and interview all the 
talented surfers featured in the historic footage.   The journey took them from 

Aspen to Maui to Malibu a mong other locations, and Rickôs dream started to 
become a reality.  

Ann worked tirelessly compiling numerous vintage archival film and 
photography featuring Newport Beach.   She methodically searched through the 

historic collections of varied resources including Sherman Library, First 

https://www.traileraddict.com/living-it-forever/trailer
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American Title, Newport Harbor Nautical Museum, Newport Beach Historical 
Society and the Balboa Historical Society.   But mostly, Ann gathered stories, 

photos and movie clips from personal collections of longtime Newport Beach 
residents, including her paren ts and their friends, as well as those of the many 

interviewees.  

Ann and Rick spent hundreds of hours combing through all of the content, 
painstakingly pulling together the inspirational story of the evolution of surf 

culture in Newport Beach.    

They collaborated with Grammy award -winning music composer and avid surfer 
himself, Philip Marshall, as well as Orange County Register surf columnist Jeff 

Malanca, a popular surf report radio personality and voice -over artist.  

The result is a film that is a masterful compilation of the rare home movies, still 
photos and unscripted raw footage intertwined with interviews of legendary 

surfers including T.K. Brimer, Bobby Russell Brown, Don Craig, Ed Hardy, Ilima 
Kalama (1962 USA C hampion), Ricky Lowe, Greg MacGillivray, David Nuuhiwa 

(1968 and 1970 USA Champion), John Peck, Ron Sizemore (1961 Champion), 
Eric and John Vallely, Walter Viszolay, and a host of pioneering surfers who first 
called Newportôs famous 22nd Street their home turf, living the dream every day.  

Through it all, surfingôs influence on fashion is readily apparent, and the clothes 

seen in the movie could be the same kids are wearing today. Bermuda shorts 
were the fashion statement of the ô50s, the only difference is trunks were made 

then by talented moms with sewing machines.   As Ann pointed out during our 
interview, ñfashion doesnôt evolve, it revolves ï you can really see it in the 

movie.ò 

In fact, some of the most recognized surf brands in the world started near 
22 nd Street Newport Beach.   Bob Hurley of Hurley International was a premiere 

board shaper in the day and got his start there, as did Bob McNight, founder of 
Quiksilver USA. Think of OP, Hang Ten, Katin, Reef, Rip Curl, Billabong, OôNeill, 

Oakley, RVCA, Volcom , etcé. all have made a profound impact on the fashion 
industry.  

Fast forward to the 2010 Newport Beach Film Festival where ñLiving It Foreverò 

made its world premier to a sold out crowd at Newportôs landmark Lido 
Theater.   By the end of the festival, their documentary would become one of the 
most popular films of the e vent ï with festival producers adding two additional 

screenings to meet demand.   The Chatillons would take home the Film Festivalôs 
2010 Orange County Filmmaker Award.   Later that year, they also won the 

History/Archival Award at the California Surf Festiv al in Oceanside.  
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Even for those who know nothing about surfing or have never even heard of 
Newport Beach, ñLiving It Foreverò unfolds in a way that has audiences yearning 

for carefree days, when hitting the beach and being with friends was all that 
mattered. More important ly, it brings full circle a time in history ï that rare 

ñtipping pointò ï when the obscure lifestyle of the surfer first began to influence 
mainstream America, ultimately becoming the legendary inspiration it is today.  

On Thursday, Sept. 8, Ann and Rick Chatillon will be honored again, this time 

during a private opening reception of the ñLiving It Foreverò exhibit that will be 
on display at Bloomingdaleôs Newport Fashion Island kicking off at the eveningôs 

ñFashionôs Night Out.ò 

The display, complete with vintage photos and surfboards featured in the film 
will remain on display at Bloomingdaleôs on the Menôs Main Level through 

September 18.   For more information, log on 
to  www.livingitforeverthemovie.com  or call 949 -230 -1557.  

Lynn Selich resides in Newport Beach and can be reached 

at  LynnSelich@yahoo.com .    

http://www.livingitforeverthemovie.com/
mailto:LynnSelich@yahoo.com
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Surfing Adventure 
 

Yesterday I received this wonderful message and pictures from Brad Schultz. 

Amazingly, we remember certain memories from past events. Even when going 

through the same event we have our points of view and memories. 

 

Brad 

 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΗ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǊŦ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ wŀƴŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 

your brother and John Schmitz. I think we drove up in your Mustang to Jalama 

and then hiked in. As I recall it was very windy and a minus tide.  

One of you slipped on the rocks and dislocated an elbow. We scaled the cliffs and 

flagged down a Ranch security guard he took us back to the car and we drove to 

Lompoc hospital emergency where they popped the elbow back into place.  

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ōǳǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΗ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘΚ LΩƳ 

sending this to John too. 
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MON 6:47 PM 

Richard 

Yep, that was me. I remember when we got back to Newport the next day you 

guys surfed at 22 street. I waited in the car and it was freezing. A very old cold 



Page 119 of 786 
 

snap hit Newport Beach. The temps were in the forties. I love the photos. Never 

saw these before. Looks like another web of life tying us together. Thanks for 

sharing. I forgot that John Schmidt was on our journey. Thanks for reminding me. 

I'm going to put this in my book Family & Friends. It's a great surf story. 

 

It is amazing what surfaces when you combine memories. I have no recollection 

of surfing at 22nd street when we got back and dropped you off. John said that he 

and I drove back to The Ranch to complete the adventure! 

MON 7:58 PM 

Richard 

You did but before you did you guys went to 22th street. I went along for the ride. 

Afterward you guys went back to the Ranch. By the way, I never heard about your 

adventure afterwards. 

 

!ƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪΗ  

 

Type a m 

LǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴƴȅΦ .ǊŀŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ ōǊƻƪŜ Ƙƛǎ elbow and had 

to be taken to the emergence room. Well, I do. I was the one. 

I forgot that John Schumtz came along on this journey, I have a picture 

for this. I remember how cold it was sitting in the mustang at 22 street. 

I still can feel the cold when I remember sitting in the car. Thanks, Brad 

ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜō ǘȅƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ   
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More Childhood Friends 
 

 

Scott Adams Johnny Coontz 

  

Scott was our neighbor where 
we grew up. We became good 
friends when we took a cooking 
class together. She was my 
partner. 

Johnny was my brother and 
my first surf partner. We had 
many incredible surfing 
sessions with him. RIP 
Johnny. Johnny was probably 
one of the best surfers back 
then. He could nose ride like 
no one else. When the short 
boards came along Johnny 
adjusted his style and 
ripped. 
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3[ƻŎŀƭ Ƴŀƴ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ Ψǘƻ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘǊǳƳƳŜǊΩ 

BY LAUREN WILLIAMS 

DEC. 31, 2012 12 AM PT 

A man killed in a pedestrian-versus-bicycle accident on the Santa Ana River bike trail 

was a Newport Harbor High School alumnus, according to classmates. 

Johnathan ñJohnnyò Coontz, 58, died at 6:58 p.m. Friday at Western Medical Center 

in Santa Ana about an hour after a bicyclist hit him near where Atlanta Avenue meets 

the bike trail in Huntington Beach, according to the Orange County coronerôs office. 

More recently Coontz was homeless, and court records show several convictions for 

drinking in public, among other offenses. 

One fellow student described Coontz as a jokester and skilled athlete who could do 

wheelies and other acrobatics on his Schwinn Sting-Ray in junior high. 

ñHe seemed to make friends with everybody,ò said Gilbert Barnes, who now lives in 

San Diego. ñHe just had that personality.ò 

Many classmates remembered Coontz for his surfing prowess. 

His signature move was to walk the nose of an old longboard dangerously close to the 

rocks near the jetty in Newport Beach, striking a cheater five position before 

backpedaling, then dropping back into a bottom turn, former classmate David 

Kitchens said by phone from Henderson, Nev. 

ñWe had a lot of good times together as kids,ò he said. 

Coontzôs athletic ability stretched to other aquatic sports. 

 
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/tn-dpt-xpm-2012-12-31-tn-dpt-0102-coontz-death-20121231-
story.html3  
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He was on swim and water polo teams and was a lifeguard for Newport Beach, said 

former neighbor Gary Robertson. 

ñHe was probably one of the most prolific surfers back in the early ó70s,ò he said. 

ñOne of the top guys in Newport Beach.ò 

Another former neighbor described Coontz as a blond surfer popular with girls and 

ñNewportôs answer to J. Riddle.ò 

ñHe could run to the nose and hang five on take off, and crossover step back in time to 

make a regular bottom turn, a feat I still have yet to see from another surfer,ò said 

former Dover Shores-Westcliff area neighbor Larry Conn. 

Kitchens said about 20 to 25 years ago Coontz worked as a gardener and may have 

lived in West Newport before he became homeless. 

The last time Kitchens saw Coontz was about three years ago at Garcia Recycling in 

Costa Mesa, where he gave his former classmate his recyclables. 

ñHe was always kind of marching to a different drummer,ò he said. 

Fellow class of 1972 alumni missed him when Coontz didnôt show up for their recent 

reunion. 

ñAll of us are pretty upset because we just had our 40th reunion and we were looking 

for him to attend the reunion,ò said former classmate Lorie Smith Suntree. 

Details for a memorial service for Coontz were unavailable as of press time. 

lauren.williams@latimes.com 

Twitter: @lawilliams30 

 

mailto:lauren.williams@latimes.com
https://www.twitter.com/lawilliams30
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Scot sJohn Deimer Suzanne Jackson 

 
 

I grew up with John and his 
brother Bob. They lived two doors 
down from us. I spend many 
hours playing at their house. We 
used to put a tent in our backyard 
and spend the night when we 
were young. 

One funny store with Suzanne 
and her family. When we were 
probably in first grade our family 
was invited to have dinner at 
their house. They served lasagna. 
I still remember it clearly as day. 
It was made of cottage cheese 
and corn.  
 
Well to make a long story short 
my brother and I devoured it. 
¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ 
little kids could eat so much.  
 
Never the less we were never 
invited back again. I have fond 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
heard from her in over forty 
years. 
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Sandy Peterson Gary Hill 

 
 

Sandy was part of the CADIE 
program that went to Argentina.  
 
Wow-what a great time we had. I 
will never forget it.  

Gary and I go way back to 7th 
grade. I remember that Gary 
gave me his brother's Surfer 
magazine collection for five 
dollars.  
 
My brother and I enjoyed these 
ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ DŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ 
the marine gas station in 
Newport harbor bay. I have 
fond memories of Gary. He had 
quite a sense of humor. 
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Lenny Foster James Wilcox 

 
 

I first met Lenny when he was in 
fifth grade. Even back then he 
was an incredible surfer.  
 
Johnny Coontz introduced my 
brother and me to him. Lenny and 
Johnny Coontz were years ahead 
of their time.  
 
The last time I talked to Lenny 
was in Hawaii twenty years ago. 
He was living in Kauai. I would 
love to talk to him again 
someday. 

Our family was good friends of 
the Wilcox family. I will always 
remember their Christmas 
parties.  
 
One year I first heard The Beatles 
Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band. Wow, that was a game-
changer. My brother John loved 
WŀƳŜǎΩǎ aƻƳ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎΦ  
 
Unfortunately, I never had them. 
Best wishes to the Wilcox family.  
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Dale Christensen Bob Sivers 

  
I met Dale through Nick Roth. All 
of us became surfing partners 
during high school. Dale was a 
great guy to be around.  

My brother John, Dave Ball, and 
Bob would occasionally play 
tennis together. Bob was a good 
friend of my brother. 
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Casey Weaver Dave Ball 

  
I knew Casey since grade 
school. I loved his family. I 
used to go surfing with his 
brother Buff to San Onofre. 
Wow, sweet memories. RIP 
Buff.  

My brother John was good friends 
with Dave. He introduced me to the 
Ball family. Great family. 

 

Robert Stivers 
My brother John and I were good friends with Bob in 

high school. My brother John introduced me to him. 

Fast forward 49 years. I just found him on FaceBook.  

LΩƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ōƭƻǿƴ ŀǿŀȅ ōȅ .ƻōΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƻ 

me, this is a genius in action.  Every photo is so 

different and unique.  

During this worldwide shutdown, artists are striving. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ Lƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

government has set up a fund for the artist, during this time we need the arts 

more than ever.   https://www.facebook.com/robert.stivers.944 

https://www.facebook.com/robert.stivers.944
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portrait of s. this is a personal favorite. gelatin silver print.  
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fishnet stockings 
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Clouds

 

 

recently, I've been looking at my self-portraits. they go back quite a few years 
now. this one was taken in the fall of 1991. I had recently arrived in Santa Fe, nm. 
I was working on my "clay series". the house I was staying in was either in 
deconstruction or reconstruction... not quite sure. nevertheless, it provided a 
great location. here I am seated at the front door. I was covered in dry clay, so I 
looked much older... gelatin silver print. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10219352348372105&set=a.10200102449536665&type=3&eid=ARC5T0stFqGF9yf0q0qTsxAssavVJ4x-vsSJQ0UScs-HrBC_rJPf6TH5nClHlcj3T4i-U3j4zW-fKqsr
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10219352348372105&set=a.10200102449536665&type=3&eid=ARC5T0stFqGF9yf0q0qTsxAssavVJ4x-vsSJQ0UScs-HrBC_rJPf6TH5nClHlcj3T4i-U3j4zW-fKqsr
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Self Portrait 
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return to "0"/ sphere series 
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new ocean series 
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grid of nine flowers 
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two palms 
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ocean series. 
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Diane Barret Rick Barret 

  
I always had a special heart for 
Diane and her family. Her parents 
were so kind to my brother and 
me. I used to meet Diane at the 
Balboa Bay Club to go swimming.  

L ŀŘƳƛǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ wƛŎƪ 
very much in high school. I have 
begun to know him through 
Facebook. I like what I see. 
Definitely knows how to enjoy 
life. 
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Bill Bemus Carrol Beek 

  

First met Bill in sixth grade in a 
basketball game between schools. 
Great guy. I would always enjoy 
my conversations with him. Enjoys 
life to the fullest. 

First met Carrol in the seventh 
grade. In high school, we 
attended several exchange 
student functions. One was at her 
house. Had an incredible time. 
Great family. Her Uncle owned 
the ferry going from the 
peninsula and Balboa island. 
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Steve Bennett Shawn Bissonnette 

  

I have known Steve since junior 
high. He was a great water 
skier. Steve was best friends 
with Mike Mors. 

Shawn and I go way back to 
elementary school. He was a great 
basketball player. Definitely a smart 
guy. We used to love going to his 
house for treat or treat. 
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Don Bush Kevin Charles 

  
Boy, could Don high jump. I had 
good times seeing him at the river 
jetties on his kneeboard. I last 
saw him 10 years ago in the 
mountains of Colorado where he 
lives. 

Kevin and I go back to elementary 
school. He lived down the block 
from us. I spent many a day at the 
Charles house. 
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Cathy Chichester Jim Cokas 

 
 

In sixth grade, my brother and I 
took cotillion lessons. I remember 
dancing with her. In high school, 
we attended social activities with 
the exchange students. Loved her 
Mom and Dad. 

/ƘǊƛǎ 5ŀƘƭ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ WƛƳΩǎ 
house. We were standing around 
the kitchen talking. I saw for the 
first time a Scientific American 
magazine. I never knew it even 
existed. I love being introduced to 
new things. Jim is an incredible 
poet. I enjoy reading his poems. 
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/ƘǊƛǎ 5ŀƘƭ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ WƛƳΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ²Ŝ 

were standing around the kitchen talking. I 

saw for the first time a Scientific American 

magazine. I never knew it even existed. I love 

being introduced to new things. Jim is an 

incredible poet. I enjoy reading his poems. 
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